From the Baron & Baroness

Unto the great populace of Stargate do Ihon and Isabeau, Baron and Baroness send
greetings.

We trust each and everyone had a happy Yuletide season. Our’s was quite and unevent-
ful, but pleasant none the less.

Vivat, Gerald for a wonderful Yule. We had good attendance, a beautiful elevation
(Saundra of Loch Raeburn) and a delicious feast by Ann (Kemma) Delamare. If you
weren’t able to attend you missed a great event. Congratulations to our new Bardic
Champion Alden Drake and Artisan Cristyana Lambrecht. It was our pleasure to host
Their Majesties, who honored these fine gentles with the following awards:

Mea Passavanti and Custaidh Magorlick - Iris of Merit
Francios la Flamme — Court Barony

Tiger of Stargate — AOA

Charles Fraser and Annalies Pferdehirt — Golden Bridle

There was one more . ...whowas that..... ah, that’s right it was:
Isabeau Quiquandon — Sable Thistle (costuming).
Vivat to all the award recipients.

Our Progress:

January 6 Kingdom Eisteddfod and Steppes 12th Night
January 13 Coronation (Baron?)

January 22 King’s Round Table

February 10 Kingdom A&S

Please plan to attend the January 8" populace meeting as we’ll be discussing moving
populace to another location.

Warm regards,
lhon & Isabeau
Baron & Baroness

NEWSLETTER OF THE BARONY OF THE STARGATE

Two Towers

Special Dates of Interest

e January 8 Stargate Populace at Ryan’s Steakhouse on 34th St.
e January 15 Stargate Business Meeting

e January 16 Stargate Scribal Guild Meeting at UH

e January 18 Stargate Bardic Guild Meeting

e January 14 & 28 European Dance (NW) 2-4 pm

o Every Tuesday is fighter practice at UH
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From the Seneschal

Happy New Year!

I hope your holiday's were happy and you
and yours are healthy.

I would like to thank HL Gerald and his
crew for the wonderful Yule

celebration that they gave us. Everyone
had a great time! Your hard work

is really appreciated!!!

We are looking forward to Baronial. HL
Caitlin will be calling on us to

help make it wonderful. Please volun-
teer!

Blessings,

Lady Vasilisa
Stargate Seneschal

Herald’s Harkings

STARGATE WANTS YOU!!

For those individuals who wish to serve the Barony, we have the following
positions open.

o Hospitaler-Serves the Barony by welcoming new members and intro-
ducing them to the art and traditions of the SCA and Barony.

e \Waterbearer-Serves the Barony by organizing water and other hydrat-
ing supplies for use by the populace during Baronial events.

e Children’s Minister-Serves the Barony by encouraging the growth and
skill of the future of the SCA, the children, through activities and edu-
cation.

Holding an office is a great way to become involved and meet your fellow
Stargaters. Eligible appicants must have enthusiasm and a wish to learn and
carryout their new office.

Please send your application to the Stargate Seneschal, Lady Vasilisa, at
Lisa@flyinglions.com. You can also contact her for more information on
these positions. Please submit your application ASAP.

Historical Happenings

Now accepting applications for a Deputy Herald.

Have you ever wanted to be the VOICE of the Barony? This
position is an opportunity to test the waters and show us your
stuff. If you are interested, contact me by email or phone.

In Service,

Herr Dietrich Strobelbart

Sentinel Pursuivant

Mka Steve Scott

281-731-7726 cell
Dietrich.strobelbart AT yahoo.com

Hospitaler’'s Hideaway

Greetings Unto the Populace!

Great things are in store for the Historian's office! This is
your official teaser.

You will just have to wait for it, nayaa, nayaa, nayaa!

Seriously, | have a number of projects that are about to get
off the ground. | will have greater detail for you next
month.

Annes
Stargate Historian

Kingdom Historian

Great month!

We've been busy (I know | have). We
had a FABULOUS event.

The only thing we didn't seem to have
time for is a Newcomer's meeting.

With all the Holiday rush, I thought that
it would be best to forgo it for

this month.

Next meeting will be on the Second
TUESDAY of January. It will be at the
UH Fighter practice. If it's raining it will
not happen. That's the only

Maria Buchanan

281-433-0347

Hope everyone had a great holiday.

In Service to the Dream,
Lady Elizabeta Maria dei Medici

Hospitaler - Barony of the Stargate

problem about having it at Fighter prac-
tice. I'll have more information about the
meeting as we get closer to it.
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Equestrian Guild

Greetings Equestrians and friends, Lord Charles has had an explosive year
on the tourney circuit. After several
years of competing and supporting the
Stargate crew at events, he won three
Equestrian titles in 2006.

We have come to the end of a long
run of events. Recently HL Lorraine
Fraser, CGL and Lord Charles Fraser
attended the Seawinds’ Pas de

Arms on December 1-3. During that Winter is a time to repair our saddles
event Lord Charles took the Seawinds and make new horse barding, but come
Equestrian title. That is his third title Spring tourney season will begin anew.
of the year. Look for dates and times for Stargate

EQ practice starting in February if the
weather is good. And we are also get-
ting ready to attend Gulf War. Hope
you will come out and watch our com-
petitions both at Gulf War and Baronial.

Our guild would like to send con-

gratulations to Lady Annalies and

Lord Charles, who were awarded the  pand the Equestrian Community both
Golden Bridle at Stargate Yule this in Stargate and Kingdom-wide. She
past month.. also has been teaching the sport to new
and advanced riders and allowing them
to compete on her spirited horses at
local events and at Gulf War.

For several years, Lady Annalies has

worked very hard to support and ex- Good Riding to all!

Bardic Guild Scribal Guild

The Stargate Bardic Guild shall meet on the THIRD Join us for Stargate Scribal Guild and paint for Kingdom
THURSDAY of each month at the home of Lady Mea and Barony. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights at
Passavanti, from 7-9:30pm. No experience in Bardic arts | the UH fighter practice 7:30 pm. We have a challenge by
is necessary. The purpose of the guild is to learn and have | the Coastal Scribe to get as many chapters painted as possi-
fun. Experienced bards will be encouraged to teach ble and the group with the most wins a prize. So join us on

pieces, and all are welcome to bring suggestions for our regular nights for painting.

pieces to learn. If you are interested in joining the guild, For more information on the guild contact Lady Mea at
please email the guild principal, HL Alden Drake at Ldy_passavanti AT evl.net or Lady Cristyana at
alden_drake AT sbcglobal.net. For directions, contact Clambright2000 AT yahoo.com.

Lady Mea at Ldy_passavanti AT evl.net or 713-299-
6046. Everyone from the Greater Houston Area is invited
to attend.

With thanks,
HL Alden Drake

J Ladies Mea and Cristyana are waiting for you,
come paint!!

From Around The Barony

This section is awaiting your notes, challenges, glad tidings, and joys! So fill me in with Barony, friends, and household news.

e Lord Charles Fraser won the Equestrian title at Seawinds and with Lady Annalies received their Golden Bridle at Yule.
Also at Yule:

e A Court Barony was awarded to Master Francios la Flamme for all his hard work!

o  Tiger of Stargate floated around the hall after receiving his Award of Arms.

e Congrats to Mea Passavanti and Custaidh Magorlick who received their much deserved Iris of Merit

e HL Alden Drake performed to the delight of judges and the crowd to claim the Stargate Bardic Championship.

I S — ———,
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Sun

Mon

JANUARY 2007

Tue

Wed Thu Fri

Sat

3 4 5

6

Kingdom Eisteddfod at
Barony of Steppes 12th
Night

8

Stargate Populace
7:30 pm

9

Fighter Practice at UH

13

Coronation at Brad
Leah

14

15

Stargate Business
Metting
7:00 pm

16

Fighter Practice at UH
Seribal Guild at UH

17 18 19

Chivalric Armoring  Stargate Bardic Guild

20

King’s Round Table at
Rosenfeld

21

22

23

Fighter Practice at UH

24 25 26

27

Queen’s Champion at
Bryn Gwlad

28

European Dance

(NW)
Madrigal Singing

29

30

Fighter Practice at UH

31

Schedule of Events

e January 7-Stargate Picnic in the Park, 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Cancelled this month.

e January 8-Stargate Populace Meeting, 7:00 pm Social, 7:30 pm Meeting, location is Ryan’s Steakhouse @ 34th St off Hwy 290

e January 16-Stargate Scribal Meeting, 7:30 pm, location is UH main campus, where fighter practice is held

e January 9, 16, 23, & 30-Figher Practice, 7:00 pm, location is UH main campus, site is off Cullen Rd at UH Entrance 13

o January 17-Chivalric Armoring, 8:00 pm, at Lord Vaclav’s house (see page 6 for contact information)

e January 28-European Dance (NW), 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, location Oaks Presbyterian Church, 1576 Chantilly Ln

e January 18-Stargate Bardic Guild Meeting, 7:00 pm, location is Lady Mea’s home (see article on page 3 for directions)

e January 15-Stargate Business Meeting, 7:00 pm, location is Baron and Baroness’ home (contact B&B for directions)

o January 28-Madrigal Singing, 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm, location is Baron and Baroness’ home (contact B&B for directions)

JANUARY 2007
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Meetings

Newcomer’s Meetings

Newcomer’s meetings provide information on local activities, how the SCA functions and what you can do
to participate in the fun. To get more information and meeting dates, contact Lady Elizabetta “Maria” de
Medici at 281-433-0347 or send an email to Scarlettmb AT sbcglaobal.net.

Populace Meeting

The first Monday of each month from 7-9 pm, at Ryan's Family Steakhouse, 5601 W. 34th Street, about 1/2
block west of 290 on the south side of 34th (on your left if you are coming from 290). It can not be seen
from the freeway (the sign is quite small and close to the ground). If the first Monday of a month is a public
holiday, Populace will be held the second Monday. Garb is optional. For more information contact the Star-
gate seneschal, Lady Vasilisa, at lisa AT flyinglions.com.

Business Meeting

Stargate's Business Meeting is normally held on the third Monday of the month, at their Excellencies'
house. The meeting is open to the populace, but their Excellencies request that anyone who would like to
attend contact them in advance for direction (contact info on page 10).

Fighter Practice (Chivalric and Rapier)

Every Tuesday night from 7-9+ pm at the University of Houston (main campus). This is a combined chival-
ric and rapier practice held in conjunction with the Barony of Loch Soilleir. Directions: From [-45S south
of 1-59, exit and turn right onto Cullen, through two lights, turn left at UH Entrance 13, which is across the
street from the stadium. Turn left into the parking lot, and look for us in the field next to the parking lot. It
is a controlled-access faculty/staff parking lot, but is open after about 6 pm. Most practices focus on indi-
vidual instruction and tournament (one-on-one) style combat, but the first Tuesday of each month is de-
voted to practicing melee skills and small unit tac-tics. Contact Knight Marshal for more information.
NOTE: Parking lot is open to attendees at 7:00pm, campus officers patrol the lot until that time.

Youth Rapier Practice

In conjunction with the Tuesday night combined fighter practices (above). A parent or legal guardian must
also attend. Please contact the seneschal lisa AT flyinglions.com for more information

Stargate Picnic in the Park

Stargate has now started a Picnic in the park , on the first Sunday of the month, from 2-4 pm, at Memorial
Park across from the Tennis Courts. For more information contact the Stargate seneschal for more informa-
tion (lisa AT flyinglions.com). Cancelled for January!!

Equestrian Practice

As Tourney season is upon us with so many Equestrian activities, practice is on hold until
after the season. For information on the Equestrian community in Stargate, contact Lady
Annalies Pferdehirt (Icai_lcai AT yahoo.com) or HL Lorraine Fraser CGL (mbetenbaugh
AT houston.rr.com).
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Guild Meetings

European Dance (NW)

Practice is held the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at Oaks Presbyterian Church, 1576 Chantilly Lane, from 2 to
4 pm. For more information contact Lord Antonello del Bello at (281) 850-2443 or

antonello.sca at sbcglobal dot net. Please, no calls after 10 pm. Garb is optional (most folks wear regular clothes).

European Dance (SW)
Is on a break. Please contact Mistress Perronnelle at perronnelle AT earthlink.net for more information on this guild.
Garb is optional.

Madrigal and Polyphonic Singing

Practice is held every fourth Sunday at the Baron and Baroness’ home starting at 4:00 p.m. No experience necessary
-- sight reading helpful but not required. For more information contact HE Master Ihon Vinson MacFergus at (713)

896-0026 or jhirling AT houston.rr.com. Please, no calls after 10 pm. You can also check out the Stargate-Madrigal
Yahoo group.

Scribes Guild

Meets 1* and 3rd Tuesdays of the month for charter painting at the University of Houston (Entrance 13 off Cullen,
far end of the parking lot where the fighters are practicing), from 7:30-9 pm. If you have paints, please bring them.
Some supplies will be provided. Site has tables BUT NO CHAIRS so bring yours. Newcomers to painting are wel-
come. Please contact Lady Mea Guilianna Passavanti (Ldy_passavanti AT evl.net) or Lady Cristyana Lambrecht
(clambright2000 AT yahoo.com) for more information.

Weaving

The Stargate Weaving Guild meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month at the Lancaster Community
Center, located at 19831 Stoney Haven Dr., Cypress, TX 77433, from 7:00 to 9:00. We actually work on an assort-
ment of things, from weaving, sewing, crocheting, knitting, creweling, embroidery, needlepoint, beading jewelry and
clothing, and many other activities. If anyone is interested, they are most welcome to come. Contact Lady Annalies
(Icai_lcai AT yahoo.com) for more information.

Bardic Guild

The NEW Stargate Bardic Guild shall meet on the THIRD THURSDAY of each month at the home of Lady Mea
Passavanti, from 7-9:30pm. No experience in Bardic arts is necessary. The purpose of the guild is to learn and have
fun. If you are interested in joining the guild, please email the guild principal, HL Alden Drake at alden_drake AT
sbcglobal.net. Everyone from the Greater Houston Area is invited to attend.

Workshops

Heraldic Name and Device Consultation
Heraldic Consultations will be held by appointment only. Tuesday and Thursday nights usually work best. Contact
Herr Dietrich Strobelbart by phone 281-731-7726 cell or email dietrich.strobelbart AT yahoo.com.

Chivalric armoring

Tools and armor-making advice available at Vaclav's house on the first and third Wednesdays of the month, from 8-
11 pm. Please call ahead for directions and to be sure we haven't cancelled. Contact Vaclav Namatko (Random) at
(713) 686-9883.
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The Arts in Stargate

This page is dedicated to artists, bards, scientists or those who create in our area. The thought is to showcase and celebrate what we are
doing. Here is the Artist of the month!

Pictures by HE Mistress Hillary Greenslade

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Her Excellency HL Isabeau Quiquandon

This month our focus will be on our fair Baroness. If you were at Yule you would have seen Her Excellency’s fabulous Rus-
sian garb. She spent many hour on that hat. It is red silk with freshwater button pearl bead embroidery and mountain jade. The
embroidery is period to Rus (Russia) for our time period. One starts the embroidery by couching two side by side white cords
to the fabric in a desired pattern, then gold cord is couched along side of the white on both sides. Next the pearls are added on
top of the white cords. The effect is that the pearls appear to float above the silk surface. | think you will agree that the effect is
stunning. At Yule our Baroness also received a much deserved Thistle in Costuming. You can see why in the picture above.
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Just for Fun

Mythical Creatures Word Search
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Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com
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Words of Yule

| recently asked for all those who attended Stargate Yule to send me some words and feel-
ings about the event to share with those who could not attend. Here is what you said....

e Those snowflakes make me feel like | need a fur coat and mittens.

o Eat More Pashkal

o Wow! Those thrones really ROCK!

e Huh? What do you mean "You won the costume contest!"??

o Cristyana's Hat makes me think of the Red Queen in "Alice in Wonderland". Cool.
e Did you see how adorable those Marines were?

e That is a wonderful song for Shaundra and the candlelight is so pretty.

o | bet the King wishes He could take a nap behind the thrones.

e Where did lhon learn all that wonderful Russian??

e My GOSH! ROSE is finally getting her AoA scroll?!?1111
e One last random thought----This is one of the prettiest Yule's that I can remember.

e Stargate Yule was a fabulous event because | got to bake all kinds of really
YUMMY Russian deserts. Hope everyone got a chance to have some!!!
I also got to spend a day with my friends, which is the best part of the
whole SCA experience.

e The feast was GREAT!! Excellent job Kemma!
e There were so many people dressed in wonderful Russian garb. Everyone looked Beautiful.

e So many surprises during evening court—A Twenty year old scroll awarded!!

e Thomas created the most beautiful thrones for the Barony! :
&

T~ _/0O /’;;;;;-
=
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Stargate Officers (Please no calls after 10:00 pm)

Baron and Baroness

Their Excellencies

Master Ihon Vinson MacFergus &
HL Isabeau Quiguandon

John & Terri Hirling
713-896-0026

Bandb_stargate AT evl.net

Seneschal

Lady Vasilisa

Lisa Kubricht

1502 Gardenia Dr
Houston, Texas 77018
713-686-9883

Lisa AT flyinglions.com

Herald

Looking for a Deputy

Lord Dietrich Strobelbart

Steve Scott

281-731-7726 cell
Dietrich.strobelbart AT yahoo.com

Exchequer

Leofwine of Summersaetum
Wayne Law

281-693-6441

Dragonlawl AT nww.net

Historian

Looking for a Deputy

Mistress Annes Clotilde von Bamburg
Darlene Vandever

281-259-0322 (No calls after 9pm)
Hlannes AT evl.net

Chronicler

Lady Cristyana Lambrecht
Christy Lambright
713-816-6387

Stargate.chron AT yahoo.com

Virtual Scribe

Lady Merewyn de Laugharne
Cary L. Dier

713-523-3361

Merewyn AT att.net

Waterbearer
OPEN-Accepting Applications

Hospitaler

Accepting Applications

Lady Elizabetta “Maria” de Medici
Maria Buchanan

281-433-0347

Hospitaler AT sbcglobal.net

Castellan

Lord Thomas atte Woode and
Lady Anne Delamare (deputy)
Tom A. and Kim M. Smith
281-782-9794 or 281-782-3861
Smithfamily AT aspectl.net

Minister of Arts & Science

HL Caitlin bean Ghearailt
Kathryn Norris

832-496-0618

Knorris AT merchantsmetals.com

Rapier Marshal

Don Alessandro Andretti
Jay Madan
281-489-4132

J_madan AT yahoo.com

Youth Rapier Marshal
Accepting Applications

Equestrian Marshal

Lady Annalies Pferdehirt
Linda Bratina

832-647-9971

HL Lorraine Fraser (Deputy)
Laura Betenbaugh
832-646-6162

Chirurgeon

Lady Annalies Pferdehirt
Linda Bratina
832-647-9971

Knight Marshal

Lord Kristrodr Bjarnarson
James Flynn
Kristrodr@stonefalcon.org
832-615-3212

Children’s Minister
OPEN-Accepting Applications

JANUARY 2007
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Who are we?

The Barony of Stargate is a local chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), within the Coastal re-

gional subdivision of the Kingdom of Ansteorra. The SCA is a non-profit, educational organization dedicated to
learning more about the Middle Ages through reenactment. There are SCA chapters worldwide and they hold

regular feasts, tournaments, balls and battles.

Ansteorra includes all of Oklahoma and most of Texas (except El Paso). Stargate includes

most of greater Houston. Stargate's sub-chapter is the Canton of Westgate, which
includes the western and Southwestern portions of Houston. Wherever you are

we're a friendly group of people, so why not visit us all?

Chronicler’s Notes

Greetings to all!

Happy New Year to Stargate and her friends! |
hope that you survived the holidays.

Well another year begins and our thoughts turn to
getting ready for Gulf War and our Stargate Baro-
nial in April. HL Caitlyn is our Autocrat for Baro-
nial and she has great plans for the event. She just
needs your help. So watch for articles and emails
on this topic.

The TT is your document so help make it the best!
I am looking for an Artist of the month for Febru-
ary. Please submit your art or encourage others to
do so. Lets celebrate the great works of our Bar-
ony. Submissions can be anything from a poem to
how to create a camp bed to your favorite period
recipe.

Submission Deadline: 20th of each month. Please
submit either a legible hardcopy or electronic MS
Word File to me or at stargate.chron AT ya-
hoo.com. Remember to turn in a permission to
print form for each of your submissions. | am open
to all ideas on creating a newsletter that better
serves the Barony and her populace. Let me know
your ideas.

In Service,

Lady Cristyana Lambrecht

We're on the web!
http.//

stargate.ansteorra.

Word Search Answers from page 8.
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Disclaimer & Copyright

This is the “Two Towers” a publication of The Barony of Stargate of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Two Towers is
available from Christy Lambright 4930 Libbey Lane, Houston, Texas 77092 or stargate.chron AT yahoo.com. It is not a corporate
publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA policies.

Copyright 2006 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting articles and artwork from this publication,
please contact the editor, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our con-

tributors.

Clipart provided via Microsoft clipart gallery, www.clipartheaven.com, and www.fotosearch.com. All are royalty free sources.
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